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by David Leigh _ L
Some of the group of so far
un-named Sovxet:tnsympathxsers
;in~ British intclligence  may
ihave penetrated the SIGINT
: code-breaking network at Chel-
'1enham, and its war-hme pre-
{ decessor at Bletchley. £t
:  British .and Cana'han secur—
fity -men - sus'pccted ihis,” and
.MI5  interviews ~ were P still
:iaking place at the ‘end of last
year among people who worked
1ifl. code-breaking shortly after
:the last war. ;

;'» It has now been dncloséd
{hat the head of Canada's antl-
:Soviet department of the secur-
jity .ipolice,. - who..: was
nnte'rrogated in 1972 and subses
Iqumtly 400k ‘& medical dis-
‘charge,” was am Englishman
.who spent the eight years nfler
the war working for SIGINT,
"an’ organisation whose cxls-
itence was unkmnown to the Bii--
;tish “publie’
‘19703. - .l R L..' :»

“Although. the man concerned,
Leslie Bennelt, was exorerated
after a four-day interrogation,
and it is not suggested that he
was a_Soviet spy, this is the
. first -mndenca- of security fears
_about { Bletchley® and: Chelten-
ham, and the first time details
have emerged of the career of
SIGINT operatives. Two
journalist$ -were, tried :on- spy-
ing charges. in :the -Aubrev,
Berry, Campbell . case. in 1978
after mtorvxewmg 4 former. sol-
dier. about . his.,'work ,

IGINT in the 1960s.":

~Mr Benneit, -the Subjects he|
c’la':ms of .a Eﬁmly chonaf-sed

fiGvel . describing  him -as -2
“Soviet agent "Turned e

13§ wl<0. been the vichm
of speculation v Norii_Awer-
¥ca Rﬁ t ‘ﬁc "Was conneE{EE Wil
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and is takmg a libel achon
“azainsl the Canddian githor of,
the novel, S-Portrait of a Spy.
The; transcnpts ‘of " pri.:
.yate,.. prehmmary Jhearings
*in-Toronle are ‘now “available, |
fand his xcarcer } emer‘ges z’rom
Stheni. ™ :
Xrom ‘a famlly of Welsh;
_Labour ‘supporters, with - 2,
Cemmunist® uncle; Mr' Bennett
was in war-time Signals. Intelli-
. genoy the Ultra -codebreakers,
- Irr . 1946, }: when ;- the.- Enigma
code—breakcrs at Bletchley Park :
“were - being~ reorganised - at:
Cheltepham, * he, stayed thh
the ,‘.Gmmmmen’c=
cations” HQ. B o
< His | first nssx;;nmerrt,” s “the -
sccrct UKUSA pact was sigried |
with the 'US,National - Secunty
Agcricy o ‘conduct; worldwide |
radio*; “antiSovict’ ‘Castdrop~
ping, Was® fi* Turkey -in’.1947.
Kim Philby was posted there |
~43 head ofi'the ‘Istanbul: ’\(I(Sf
:station; , thel. maln- . base ~ifor |
southem cspionage :ngamst the’
“USSR. ~Ostensibly " rccnutlng‘
agents and infiltrators- Philby
occasionally met Bennett who
was much bis junior, s . 5
2+ Later he~was posted- to a
+ Hstening station in, Hong Kong
for two years,* 1o the " Cyprus.
base for a visit, and to Austra-,
lia. Mr . Bennett “maintained:
that 4he. British :Official - Ssecs;
rets: Avt :forced him -to :keep
-secret the-details:of his tiphey;.
work, -which he will; only des-
cribe as * special- mtelhgcnte 75
it: I 1954 he went:to- Canadla |
io join the'tiny -arrhSovxet $pCs]
tion  of the; Royal iCanadian
Mounted Pohce,'. security- ser.
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vicc ~which - rapidly’]
'expmdmg Sovieét:
penetration 7. The

secumty service | LEreéw . frb 475
“to' 600 men by..1972, véry aiuch
undcr ihe 'tutel "ofthe Bri
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*explaining “that -
‘Jiaised once a month with.the
. British-FBI linkman -in Wash-
.ington,

-In ‘western: security circles,. he’
'tsaxd Britain was regarded as

wreen?t

ralions durmg his {estimony,
“in 1972 he_

wha he named as, at
that time,:Mr Michael McCally

second only to tha'US as a
KGB target, -
:~There had bnen spy scandals
“already - in Canada.:A post-war,
: defector:. in- Ottawa, - Ivor. Gou--
“zenko,Jed to the vaolmg of the-
“British : atomic: scientist.. Nunn,
.May, :and eventually, to highly-
“secret i:studies: ~—: known - as.
.Operation - ‘Featherbed - = 3:of.
homosexua!s and :: "securxly
,nsks sin Canamnn .govern-
‘ments’; work .in -
Bennet ~Was " m»olved
< In April 11972, “byl n
amoted from..- the - anti-Soviet"
‘desk, and aged 52,.2Mr, Bennett’
*was taken {o' an Ottawa " safe:
‘houde; told he.was. suspected

.-which.’ Mr |

of being a: ‘Soviet agent, and in-
{errogated for four days about!
his~ carly - family- history and,
cight 'Canadian counter-l
espionage * ms‘ire* ” under hxs
chargek PRy
£ . He ‘protcsled hs mmcence,
which', was_ev entt_ally “estab<’
lished,*”*The *~then -Solicitar]
General,. My’ Francis' Fox, “said:
latet, En Parliament that- lhcre
was, 1o evidence agamst lum,
‘But he- 1mmcdxate1y decided Ao
leave. the security” sarvxcc.with,
a medlca! dxschrave :'_-':;':-. il 4
,.there - are. sun Bntxsh
feard " that Cheltcn‘ram *and)
Bletchfcy were ;. penetrated.”)
Last® Noverrbel, as thé: Bluntx
aftair broke, thrée' former; post-’
war. codebreaknrs weré® intér-
vle\ve’d tanew by MI5 - men,'
accordifigsi to: GCHQ !sourées.)
‘Asked’ ‘about. ‘their. 25sociates: at
{he time,’ Ahéy were 1old th’at
#sixth” and Seventh © men_",,- 5
the: ‘Phxlby group Yrere 'shll
bemg pursued- i 4
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